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Entries were found for “Sue”75 Grid ListSalinas auto dealer mourned as ‘one in a billion’
Leigh Cooper 7:27 p.m. PDT October 3, 2014

The three pairs of well-worn slippers topped with
cartoon characters, such as Disney’s Goofy, in Sue
Jamiesson’s office bring a smile to Melanie Nelson
as she relates her experience working for the well-
loved owner of Salinas Toyota Scion Hyundai.

“She was a character,” said Nelson, customer
relations manager at Salinas Toyota and close friend of Jamiesson, who died on
Wednesday at age 74. “She would wear the slippers and sing ‘Happy Birthday’ to the
employees.”

Throughout her life in Salinas, Jamiesson was known as an active and generous
member of the community. Nathen Hughes, son and general manager of Salinas
Toyota Scion Hyundai said, “It will be tough to get over this. I was blessed to have had
her as a mother.”

Jamiesson directed much of her philanthropy toward Salinas youth. Salinas High
School honored her charitable contributions and support of athletic programs in 2009.
She also staunchly supported the Salinas Boys and Girls Club, Rancho Cielo Youth
Campus and other programs that empower at-risk youth in Monterey County and offer
them opportunities to improve their lives.

Perhaps her most publicized youth campaign, the “Salinas Toyota-Scion Hyundai’s
Sober Graduation Car Giveaway” provided a car to one lucky high school senior who
attended the Sober Grad Night. Inspired by a tragic fatal car accident that occurred the
year of her own graduation, Jamiesson was unwavering in maintaining the graduation
tradition for the past 15 years. Although schools provide prizes and entertainment,
Jamiesson thought she could do better.

“Even when the economy took a dive, she insisted on donating a car for the graduates
on Grad Night,” Nelson said.

Hughes says the giveaway will continue.

“My mother and I did this (the Giveaway) together,” Hughes said. “We started this
together, deciding this was the thing to do.”

Jamiesson’s generosity was not limited to youth issues. She sat on the board of
directors for Sun Street Center and The California International Airshow. Ducks
Unlimited honored Jamiesson for founding the Salinas Women’s Ducks Unlimited
chapter, the first of its kind.
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In 2005, she donated $10,000 to the Hurricane Katrina victims through the Red Cross.

Jamiesson told the Californian in 2005, “That’s one of the things that was important to
me as a business person − to give back and to help other people.”

Nelson said, “She inspired and affected so many lives. She took blankets to the
nursing home that she had hand-knitted. She made sure that they went to people
without families or visitors − just to make their day. That was the kind of heart she had.”

Jamiesson’s legacy extends beyond her support of the Salinas community. She broke
ground in the world of car sales as well by becoming the first female to own a Toyota
franchise.

Jamiesson’s father, Lloyd Appling, and brother, Lloyd Appling, Jr., opened the doors of
Salinas Toyota in 1965, a little over 20 years after moving the family to Salinas from
Altus, Okla. After graduating from Salinas High, Jamiesson worked as a janitor at the
family business before becoming co-owner with her brother in 1972. Jamiesson took
ownership in 1990 and has built the business to include a Hyundai line.

Under her leadership, the Toyota dealership has lasted over 35 years, a feat only five
of the 60 Northern California Toyota franchises have accomplished. Toyota Motor
Sales U.S.A., Inc., honored Jamiesson with a crystal trophy on reaching the 35
anniversary. She also has been inducted into the Monterey Bay Business Hall of Fame
in 2010.

Jamiesson has always attributed her business success to her wonderful employees.
But, perhaps she deserves a bit of the credit as well. Chris Hirsch, a sales manager at
Salinas Toyota said, “She was more of a mother to me than my own mother. She
wasn’t one in a million. She was one in a billion.”
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